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the rule, have always escaped epidemics. During the
Crimean war the quarantine regulations could not be

applied and then they had cholera,. Ever since the inde-

pendence of Greece and its constitution as a kingdom the
country has not been infected by persons coming from
abroad. As for the argument that the period of incuba-
tion is only five days and that therefore the passengers and
crews are effectively in quarantine during the journey, for the
period of danger is over by the time when they arrive in port,
this does not apply to Turkey, Bulgaria, and Greece. These
countries are farther east and can be reached in less than
five days from places where plague exists. Then, again, if
one of these three Powers yielded it would be quarantined
by the other two. The question of rats as the transmitters
of plague was also discussed at length and in this matter
unanimity existed. Everyone approved of the measures which
it was proposed to take against these dangerous vermin.
Then there was a debate on mosquitoes and yellow fever and,
finally, it has been recognised that a permanent international
sanitary bureau might render considerable service. What
would be the precise functions of such an institution has
not yet been stated but it is generally agreed that its head-
quarters should be in Paris. Undoubtedly it would be difficult
to find a more pleasant city or one of easier access from all
parts of the world.

ASYLUM REPORTS.

Glasgow, District Asylum, Woodilee (Report for the Year
ended May 15th, 1903).-The average number of patients
resident during the year was 890, comprising 468 males and
422 females. The admissions during the year amounted to
280-viz., 139 males and 141 females. Of these 204 were
first admissions. Dr. Hamilton C. Marr. the medical

superintendent, states in his report that the increase of

lunacy in the agricultural district and city of Glasgow is
not alarming. It must be borne in mind that there is a
constant flow from the country districts to the city which
has a potent influence on the rate of the production of
insanity. The young and strong, both in mind and
body, seek the city and add to its mental health,
leaving behind them, unfortunately, in the country the
infirm and incapable. Hence the apparent anomaly in the
fact that the Highlands of Scotland have a very much
relatively larger insane population than populated districts
such as Glasgow, where the causes of insanity are rife." in
31 3 per cent. of the patients admitted there was a history
of intemperance. ’’ While the victims of alcoholism are a
source of misery and degradation to others, it must be
remembered they are often the source of the production of
insanity in others....... The idiot, the epileptic, the mentally
weak and unstable, are all legacies to his country of the
victim of alcoholism." The number of patients discharged
as recovered during the year amounted to 128-viz , 59 males
and 69 females-or 14’4 per cent. of the average number
resident. The deaths during the year amounted to 99, or
11’1 per cent. as calculated on the same basis. Of the
deaths eight each were due to epilepsy and cardiac disease,
ten to pneumonia, 15 each to senile decay and general
paralysis of the insane, 17 to pulmonary and other forms
of tuberculosis, and the rest to other causes. The Com-
missioner in Lunacy states in his report that the patients
were well-dressed and suitably provided for, that the wards
and day-rooms were bright in appearance, and that the
medical case-books were well and carefully kept. A sana-
torium for consumptive patients was opened on Dec. 18th,
1902 ; the 1 ’uildings are situated in close proximity to the
asylum and are lighted by electricity and have all the
need ul equipment for carrying out the open-air treatment
of patients. The committee of management states in its
report that two additional farms have been added to the
asylum estate to produce sufficient crops to meet the require-
ments of the institution and to provide for the healthful
employment of a larger number of patients.

Salop and Montgonaery Asylum (Annual Report for 1902).-
The average number of patients resident during the year was
779. comprising 355 males and 424 females. The admissions
during the year amounted to 225-viz., 105 males and 120
females. Of these, 142 were first admissions. Dr. D. F.
Rambaut, the medical superintendent, states in his report
that a large number of patients of both sexes have been
usefully employed during the year. "Knitting by machinery

has been introduced and mat-making has been commenced,
while a sewing room has proved a marked success. A-
further extension in this direction would prove economical
and beneficial to the patients." The health of the institution
suffered severely from an epidemic of influenza which

appeared in the spring of 1902. 259 patients and many of
the attendants were attacked and many patients died from
this disease. The infirmary wards proved quite inadequate for
the number of those attacked and it was necessary to employ
temporarily another assistant medical officer and several
attendants. The number of patients discharged as recovered
during the year amounted to 83-viz, 40 males and 43.
females, or 10 6 per cent. of the average number resident.
The deaths during the year amounted to 144, or 18.5 per
cent. as calculated on the same basis. Of the deaths two
were due to renal disease, four each to epilepsy and pneu-
monia, five to colitis, seven to cerebral h&aelig;morrhage, 11 to

general paralysis of the insane, 13 to senile decay, 14 to

i pulmonary and other forms of tuberculosis, 18 to cardiac
disease, 44 to influenza, and the rest to other causes. The
death-rate was the highest ever recorded in the history of
the asylum and this was largely due to the severe epidemic
of influenza in the spring of 1902. During the year the cost of
maintenance of patients per week has been 9s. 33/4d. per head,
as against 8s. 11 1/8d. per week during the previous year. "The
increase is due chiefly to the increased price of meat, to the
improvement of the dietary of the attendants, and to the
reduction of the average number [of patients] resident."
The farm and garden account shows a profit of &pound;507 13s. as
compared with a profit of R243 8s. in the previous year.
The Commissioners in Lunacy state in their report that the
wards and dormitories were, on the whole, in very good con-
oition and well ventilated, that the general health of the
institution was good, that the patients were orderly in their
behaviour and neat in their dress, that the dietary of the
patients was satisfactory both in quantity and quality, and
that the medical case-books were well and carefully kept.
"The means of combating an outbreak of fire and of securing
the escape of patients are by no means satisfactory " and
various improvements and alterations are suggested by the
Commissioners. The committee of management states in its
report that the sum of ,6493 7s. was expended in additions,
alterations, and repairs.
Roxburgh, Berwick, and Selkirk District Asylum (Report

for the year ending May 15th, 1903).-The average number
of patients during the year was 321, comprising 142.
males and 179 females. The admissions during the year
amounted to 78-viz., 39 males and 39 females. Of these
65 were first admissions. Dr. J. Carlyle Johnstone, the
medical superintendent, states in his report that owing
to the want of accommodation at the asylum, "admission
continues to be refused to all private patients, except
in cases of emergency and in cases which would other-
wise be placed on the rates and sent in as chargeable
to parishes." It frequently occurs that persons who were
at first quite willing to pay for their relatives as-

private patients show a marked unwillingness to contribute
anything towards the cost of their maintenance when they
have once been admitted as patients of the ’’pauper " class.
Dr. Johnstone is of opinion that provision ought to be made
in the district asylum for every case of insanity occurring
in the district in which a sum can be paid sufficient to meet
maintenance and expenses, with a reasonable addition for
interest on capital, deductions being made in deserving and
necessitous cases. Hereditary predisposition to mental
disorder was ascertained to exist in 45 per cent. of the
cases admitted, while in 36 per cent. of the cases suicidal
tendencies were present. The physical condition of the
patients was "bad in 59 cases and very bad in five cases."
In 50 per cent. more or less serious physical disease
was present. The number of patients discharged as

recovered during the year amounted to 29-viz., 14 males
and 15 females, or 9 per cent. of the average
number resident. The deaths during the year amounted
to 27, or 8’ 4 per cent. as calculated on the same

basis. Of the deaths three were due to senile decay,
six each to cardiac disease and general paralysis of the
insane, eight to pulmonary and other forms of tuberculosis,
and the rest to other causes. The general health of the
inmates has, on the whole, been fairly good. Electric
lighting has been recently established throughout the

bmlding and the brief trials made have given every satis-
faction. " The question of the adequacy of protection from
fire in the asylum has received the careful consideration of
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the board of management and it has been decided to carry 
out various works with the view of making better provision
for the escape of the inmates and for checking the spread of
fire in the event of an outbreak." The Commissioner in
Lunacy states in his report that the asylum was in good
order, that the appearance of the wards and day rooms was
bright and cheerful, that the patients showed a general
appearance of contentment and of kindly and judicious care,
and that the medical case-books were well and regularly
kept. The committee of management states in its report
that the sum of 10,119 4s was spent during the year upon
the asylum buildings, improvements, furniture, and electric
light installation.

MEDICINE AND THE LAW.

A County Court Judge and the Dentists Aet. b

AT Wellington, Somerset, before his honour Judge 
Beresford, a point was raised in the course of administra. n

tion proceedings under section 122 of the Bankruptcy Act, 
1883, which the learned judge appears to have treated in I

a manner fortunately unusual, The individual whose 
insolvency formed the subject of inquiry was a married b
man with a family carrying on business as an insurance o

agent. His debts amounted to &pound;37 18s. 2d. and

among these was scheduled a claim for E4 10s by the
"English and American Artificial Tooth Company." To
the inclusion of this item one of the other creditors,
Dr. William Spettigue, a medical man practising at

Wellington, objected on the ground that the creditors
named were not upon the Dental Register and therefore
could not recover for the services in respect of which they 
claimed. His honour Judge Beresford’s criticism upon Dr. t

Spettigue’s letter in which this point was put forward was
that "this learned gentleman had better have become a 1

lawyer," and the reporter who chronicles the judicial humour t
in the local newspaper with the usual parentheses of l
I laughter " and ’’ more laughter records that he further said 
"playfully" to the registrar, "I think you had better

impound this letter as one of the curiosities of the court," i
after which he proceeded to admit the "English and 1

American Artificial Tooth Company " to the list of creditors. ]
It would be interesting to know how his honour Judge 

/

Beresford would justify himself in holding up to derision a 
medical man or any other suitor before him because he
claimed to be acquainted with the law directly affecting
his own profession. It would also be instructive to know
upon what grounds the "English and American Artificial
Tooth Company " was allowed by the learned county court
judge to rank as creditors unless it were upon the ground
that it was owed a debt which it could have recovered
by legal process. Under the fifth section of the Dentists
Act, 1878, "a person shall not be entitled to recover

any fee or charge in any court for the performance of any
operation or for any dental attendance or advice unless he is
registered under this Act or is a legally qualified medical
practitioner." In the newspaper report of the incident
before us there is no mention of anv evidence as to whether
the "English and American Artificial Tooth Company " was,
in fact, an individual or a corporation or as to whether it
was suggested that a "company," either registered or not,
can recover for dental work where an individual cannot.
There does not appear to be any legal decision placing an
association of individuals upon any different footing from a
single person in this respect. There is, indeed, the case of
the Pharmaceutical Society v, the London and Provincial

Supply Association,’ decided by the House of Lords in 1880
in which considerable argument took place as to the use of
the wo d " person in Acts of Parliament such as the
Dentists Act, and in which it was held that whether the
word" person" in a statute can be treated as including
a corporation mu.-t depend upon a consideration of the

object of the tatut-e and of the enactments passed
with a view to carry that obj ct into force. This, how-
ever, was a ca-e in which the Pharmaceutical Society
had sued for penalties an association of shareholders

rpgi’tpred as a joint stock company, all of them un-

qualified to deal in poisonous drugs except one, a qualified
perr-on, who conducted the busine-s of a druj2gi,t on

behalf of the others. Having laid down the law with regard
1 5 Appeal Cases, 857.

to the use of the word " person " as above the House of
Lords held that in the case of the defendants the pro-
visions of the Act were sufficiently satisfied by the fact that
the person actually dispensing was qualified under the Act.
Anyone who considers this case with reference to the matter
before Judge Beresford will see that a totally different
point was there involved. The Dentists Act provides that
a person shall not be entitled to recover for dental work or
advice unless he is a duly qualified practitioner. It would
stultify the Act if it was held that "persons " could sue for
what .. 

a person " could not, and any attempt to tvade the
Act by suggesting that the subject of the claim was not
"an operation," or "attendance," or ,advice" should be
rigorously scrutinised. The admission of the debt by the
insolvent person should not affect the matter, as he might
admit as a debt a large sum due under a wager which
would swamp most of his estate and thus deprive others of
their money. Whatever the reason, however, may have
been which caused the objection raised by Dr. Spettigue to
be disallowed, he was entitled to considerate treatment. In
no circumstances should a judge attempt to cast ridicule
upon one, not being a lawyer, who solicits his intervention.
Least of all should he do so where the applicant is a
member of another learned profession endeavouring to up-
hold the honourable privileges of his calling in a court
of law.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF
LONDON.

AN extraordinary Comitia was held on Nov. 19th, Sir
WILLIAM S. CHURCH, Bart., K.C.B., the President, being in
the chair.
The PRESIDENT announced that the adjudicators of the

Weber-Parkes prize had selected the following subject for
the next award in 1906 : "The Degree of Infectivity of
Pulmonary Tuberculosis and the Administrative Measures
desirable for the Control and Treatment of the Disease." "

The PRESIDENT also made a statement in reference to the
sum which had been left over from the money subscriber) for
the expenses incurred in the preparations for viewing the
procession on the occasion of the coronation of the King.
The President had written to Lord Knollys asking him to
obtain the King’s permission to allow a portrait of His
Majesty to be hung in the College. The necessary consent
had been graciously given and it was now proposed to consult
with Mr. Fildes as to the production of a replica of a por-
trait of the King painted by that artist and to apply the
above-mentioned sum to that purpose. A subcommittee

consisting of the President, the Treasurer (Sir Dyce Duck-
worth), and Dr. G. F. Blandford was appointed to make the
necessary arrangements.
A communication was received from a Member of the

College offering a sum of money (&pound;500) for the purpose of
encouraging investigation into matters connected with
tuberculosis, leprosy, plague, and malaria; that for this

purpose a lectureship should be established to be styled
’’ The Dr. Horace Dobell Research Lecture on the Ultimate
Origin, the Evolution, and Life-history of Bacilli." This
generous offer was thankfully accepted by the College. The

President, the Registrar (Dr. E. LiveiBg), and the Treasurer
were appointed to act as a committee to confer with Dr. H. B.
Dobell as to the means of carrying out the trust.

VACCINATION EXPENDITURE.-The Chard board
of guardians has recently presented an appeal to the Local
Government Board in reference to the increased cost of
public vaccination in the Chard union since the passing of

, the Vaccination Act. In the four yeats immediately pre.
, ceding the passing of the Act 1853 primary vaccinations
, were made at a cost of &pound;222, whilst in the four years
subsequent to the enforcement of the Act 1840 primary
. vaccinations and 113 revaccinations were performed at a

co-t of .B911. The guardians suggest that the Local G’vern-
j ment Board should be empowered by new legisla.ti n to
. decide that " stational vaccination should be al owed " in

unions where good vaccination returns have been shown.
With reg,rd to the fees paid to public vaccinators the

gu..rdia. s consider that when such fees were fiaed it was

. thought that public vaccinators m uld be put to considerably
more trouble than has proved to be the case.


